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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Inspection at Barbados, West Indies, of laborers for work on the 
Isthmian canal — Officer of the Public Health and Marine- Hospital 
Service requested by Canal Commission to examine and certify laborers. 

The following is received from Assistant Surgeon Ward, under date 
of January 2 and 18: 

Mr. W. J. Karner, assistant engineer to the chief engineer of the 
Isthmian Canal Commission, arrived at Barbados on Saturday from 
Colon by the Royal Mail. 

He called at the consulate soon after his arrival and brought letters 
of introduction from Mr. John P. Wallace, the chief engineer, to the 
consul and to the vice and deputy consul at this port. 

It is the intention of this gentleman to remain a fortnight or more 
in Barbados to look over the territory and to negotiate for the deporta- 
tion of laborers from Barbados to the Canal Zone, subject to the 
approval of his department. 

There are several emigration agents at this port licensed for that 
purpose by the Barbadian government. One of these agents has 
written several letters to General Davis relative to the deportation of 
laborers, but it is still a mooted question whether the necessary labor 
will come through their bands or those of a special agent appointed 
by the Canal Commission. Such an appointment, 1 presume, could 
be made without the slightest objection from the government of Bar- 
bados. 

In any event, if laborers are shipped from this port for the Canal 
Zone I believe that a thorough physical examination should be made 
and that a certificate should be issued by the medical officer of the 
Service at this port to each person before he is permitted to leave 
Barbados as a contract laborer. 

In accordance with the Bureau circular letter, November 5, 1904, all 
will have to have certificates of vaccination from the service medical 
officer at this port, and I believe that those specially deported for 
labor should have certificates of good physical condition, to pre- 
vent the introduction into the Canal Zone of cases of leprosy, 
dysentery, ankylostomiasis, and filariasis, which would, sooner or 
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later, render a man unfit for work, not to speak of the undesirabilitj T 
of such individuals from a sanitary standpoint. 

If some such examination is not made by physicians who have no 
personal interest in the emigrants, and who are looking - out only for 
the public health of the United States and its dependencies, the impor- 
tation of large bodies of men into the Canal Zone will be positively 
dangerous, notwithstanding the fact that the quarantinable diseases 
will be stopped at quarantine. This work unquestionably could best 
be done by the medical officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hos- 
pital Service stationed at ports whence such contract labor is deported. 

January 18, 1905. 

On the 13th instant, W. J. Karner, representing the Isthmian Canal 
Commission of the United States, made a request to me, by letter 
(copy inclosed), that I make a physical examination of all men recruited 
as laborers here for work on the Panama Canal, and that I certify to 
the same. 

In reply (copy also inclosed) I informed him that while awaiting 
your approval I would be pleased to comply with his request, and sug- 
gested a form of certificate of physical health and identification that 
might be issued by me to each laborer. This certificate (one inclosed) 
was accepted by Mr. Karner (letter of acceptance inclosed), and Mr. 
Brewster, the emigration agent employed to recruit these laborers, 
was directed to have 1,000 printed. 

Hereafter each applicant will be required to undergo a physical 
examination by me before he is permitted to sign the "service con- 
tract," and the certificate issued will be attached to each original 
contract after execution. 

Since beginning this work I have examined 60 men and rejected 18. 

[Inclosure.] 

Barbados, West Indies, January 13, 1905. 
Asst Surg. William K. Ward, 

Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service, 

Barbados, West Indies. 
Sir: Representing the Isthmian Canal Commission of the United 
States, I have arranged with the government of Barbados to recruit 
laborers here for work on the Panama Canal. 

I understand it is necessary for these laborers to have a certificate of 
successful vaccination from you to permit them to land at Colon, and 
as their acceptance for employment by me is based largely on their 
physical condition, I respectfully request that you include in your 
examination of these men the physical examination required by the 
Canal Commission to insure their acceptance as canal employees, and 
that you certify to the same. 

I have the honor to be, yours, with great respect, 

W. J. Karner, 
Representing the Isthmian. Canal Commission 

of the United States. 



